Name:  William J. Blake
Title:  Director of the Office of Student Diversity Programs
Department:  Office of Student Diversity Programs
Date of Appointment at YSU:  08/01/1995

Continued Justification for Nomination 2010

William J. Blake has been at the forefront of diversity education and programming on the YSU campus over the past ten years. Though the preponderance of his efforts have been in the programming arena he has been responsible for initiating, supporting and promoting many of the diversity efforts in which students have been involved.   William’s efforts have focused upon building and maintaining a community of learners with more than just an acceptance of diversity but one that promotes the integration of multiculturalism in every aspect of the academy. 

William’s successes in large measure have become those of the institution.  Through his guidance Youngstown State University now has:

The Black Alumni Council

The Black Faculty and Staff Association

The Black Student Graduates Reception

The YSU Safe Zone’s Program

The YSU Student Diversity Council

The YSU Student Diversity Banner Campaign

The YSU Diversity Circle

William created and implemented the following:

The Martin Luther King Jr. Diversity Breakfast 


The University Diversity Program
He organized and served as the Founding president of


The YSU Black Faculty and Staff Association

He organized and sponsored the formation of:

Alpha Kappa Mu National Honor Society at YSU


Alpha Lambda Delta Freshman Honor Society at YSU


Omicron Delta Kappa National Honor Society
Served as Advisor and participant
Member of Mahoning Leadership class, 2006

The Brotherhood

National Black Engineers Society

National Pan-Hellenic Council

Student African American Brotherhood (SAAB)


Sista’s With A Vision (SWAV)

YSU Gospel Choir

YSU Student Jewish Council
The Baptist Pastors’ Council. 

CREATED OR PROMOTED MANY DIVERSITY PROGRAMS AND LECTURES FEATURING PROMINATE SPEAKERS AND ENTERTAINERS.
Graffiti Board (Kilcawley Center and Maag Library)
“What is the role of African Americans in eradicating racism in America?”

 “For the Love of JAZZ” – Valentine’s Day Party

“Coming Together in the Mahoning Valley”
A Conversation with Dr. Fannie Brown, Executive Director

Coming Together Project - Akron, Ohio
HIV Testing – (Anonymous Testing no ID Required)

Youngstown City Health District – AIDS

 “Let’s Talk About Sex Baby”

Youngstown City Health District – AIDS

 “Urban Hip-Hop with a Youngstown Flavor”

 “Jump Start Your Game:  Financing Your College Education”
Black History Month Workshop

Senior Requirement 

Lakeside High School

Ashtabula, Ohio

Women’s History Month - March 
Graffiti Board (Kilcawley Center and Maag Library)
“What is the plight of women in today’s conservative political arena?”

Women’s History Month – Information Tables

Women’s History Month – “Cultural Arts Day”

 “Women In Athletics”
 “First Among Women:  African-American Women Pioneers”

Women’s History Month – Political Focus

Women’s History Month Reception and Awards Recognition Program

DISABILITY Awareness Month – April 

Graffiti Board (Kilcawley Center and Maag Library)
“Is disAbility awareness a central part of America’s concept of equality?”

.
DISAbility Awareness Reception and Awards Program
Massage Therapy

Information Tables on disAbility Services & Wheel Chair Course 

Film/disAbility Awareness (Title TBA)
DISAbility Awareness Month – “Conversation On disAbility Issues”
Speaker – Ms. Jane Jarrow


DISAbility Awareness Month – schedule

 “The University’s Role in Educating Students with Disabilities” 

Student Workshop (All YSU students are welcome to attend.)
“Students’ Rights and Responsibilities”

Working Lunch (By invitation only)

“What Your Faculty and Staff Should Know About the Law and Student with Disabilities”

YSU Staff (Open to all YSU Staff)

“Students with Disabilities and Disability Awareness”\

Asian History Month – May 
 “The Colors of India & Patterns of Pakistan”

Graffiti Board (Kilcawley Center and Maag Library)
“What are the issues that challenge us in America related to Asian Pacific people?”
.

 “Asian Pacific Heritage Reception and Awards Recognition”
During the fall of 2005

22 students attended  the Million More Movement March in Washington D. C. October 2005.

23 students toured to the Underground Railroad Museum in Cincinnati, Ohio November 2005.

During the spring of 2006

Tricks of the Trade- Study Skills for College Students—Making It Work (2)

The YSU Women’s Diversity Leadership & Empowerment Luncheon

Diversity Awareness Program:  Man to Man with Stan Pearson
. 
