A Process for Assessing Writing
and Critical Thinking

The intent of the system is to allow for:

> Assessment of the writing and critical
thinking General Education goals

» Department assessment of writing (optional)
»Documentation of writing within the major

Overview:

»English composition coordinators designate
essay to store from ENGL 1551

» Departments designate three writing
assignments to store from courses in the
major (1,200 to 4,000 words each)
»Students upload writing samples into
Repository of Assessment Documents

Overview cont.:

»General Education Assessment
OWriting samples of 300 randomly drawn
students evaluated annually
URubric selected by English Composition
Coordinators and a member of the
Department of Philosophy and Religious
Studies
UAdministration of evaluations patterned
after English placement exam




Overview cont.:

»General Education Assessment, cont.
QResults of rubric scores summarized by
the General Education Coordinator
UResearch questions:

=Were scores high or low for specific
aspects of the writing?

=Did writing improve over the student’s
academic career?

u|s the overall level of writing improving
or declining over time?
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Overview cont.:

»Department Assessment (optional)
ODepartment determines frequency of
assessment
UContent-specific rubrics developed by
department faculty
UDepartment faculty evaluate writing
samples

Overview cont.:

»Documentation of writing in the major:
General Education Coordinator checks
whether graduating seniors have submitted
the four writing samples

Uploading Files

Instructor tells student to submit
document via a page in Banner
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Banner e-mails instructor that file was uploaded
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Create a list of documents to evaluate

Drawing
Samples

List includes:
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© Al documents meeting th crteria

Sell
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Evaluation

757363_1.docx

1. Evaluator receives list of files in the sample 757363 2.docx
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2. Evaluator opens files on server, evaluates files
using standardized rubric for general education
assessment; departments optionally create their
own rubrics

Store Rubric Scores

Repository Of Assessment Documents
Submit rubric scores:
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Generate Summary Reports

Repository Of Assessment Documents

Download data to analyze
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Frequently Asked Questions

Could the General Education Assessment be
used to evaluate individual faculty or
departments?

No. Given that the sample size is so small
relative to the entire population there would
not be sufficient data to evaluate individual
faculty or programs.

Frequently Asked Questions, cont.
What about student privacy?

Students will be encouraged to remove
identifying information (including the
instructor’s name) prior to uploading the file.
The student will be identified using a number
generated internally by Banner so only staff
members of the computer center could
identify the author of the paper.

Frequently Asked Questions, cont.
What happened to e-portfolios?

An e-portfolio system would be much more
expensive and take longer to implement
campus-wide. Schools using an e-portfolio
system will continue to do so (College of
Education and TaskStream) in addition to
participating in the assessment repository.




